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President’s Notes 
Sonya Bertini   

Berenice Kennedy Woman of Distinction Award - May 2008 
Gail Zona    

On Super Tuesday voters in 24 states across the country cast their votes for a presidential 

candidate.  Critical issues that are at stake for women at this time include educational equity, 

retirement security, a fair and balanced judiciary, equal pay, workplace equity, reproductive 

rights, and healthcare reform.  AAUW encourages all members, and women in general, to get 
involved in the political process.  In January reproductive rights supporters and opponents 

marked the 35th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court's Landmark Roe v. Wade decision 

with marches and rallies across the country.  AAUW supports the right of every woman to 

safe, accessible, affordable, and comprehensive family planning and reproductive health ser-

vices and trusts that every woman has the ability to make her own informed choices regard-
ing her reproductive life within the dictates of her own moral and religious beliefs.  In addi-

tion, AAUW believes that these deeply personal decisions should be made without govern-

mental interference. For more information on this issue please visit AAUW's website.  

The branch announces that this year's recipient of the Woman of Distinction Award is Corinne 
Sparenberg.  Ms. Sparenberg has distinguished herself in many ways with service to the greater 
Atlantic County area with Contact Cape Atlantic (Crisis Hotline), as a board member of various 
organizations and president of several including RNS Cancer and Heart Association.  
Corinne has contributed greatly to the prestige of the Miss America Pageant in her 25+ years 
working in areas of Press, Hostess, Anchor Station and as Hostess Chairman since 1999.  She is 
also an active member of the Miss America Pageant's Board of Directors. 
   
At our May 19, 2008 Dinner Meeting, Corinne Sparenberg will receive the branch's Woman of 
Distinction Award and be our program speaker. We look forward to your attendance at this last 
AAUW  meeting of Spring 2008.  Details for the dinner will be announced by next month.   SAVE 
THE DATE - Monday, May 19, 2008  for this event! 

As of February 1, 2008 the balance  in the checking account is $2300.87. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Betsy Reed  

Travel Group 
Caroline Bassett  

The next topic of the Travel Group is Spain, with emphasis on the art found there. Presenters will be 

Pam Family and Claire Moyer both of whom visited Spain in 2007, seeing museums in Madrid, Bilbao, 

and Barcelona.  The meeting is on March 19th at 7:30 at Carolyn Bassett's. Please call if you plan to 
come. 



The Forum 

Program 
Sonya Bertini   

Spend a delightful afternoon in the grand old Flanders hotel in Ocean City with Emily the resident ghost! 

 

On March 29th, the AAUW Atlantic County Branch will be holding our annual fundraiser at an irresistible 

venue, Emily's Ocean Room Cafe, located in the Flanders Hotel of Ocean City.  The Cafe is named after 

Emily, aka "The Lady in White", the cheerful ghost who haunts the Flander's Hotel.  You will enjoy a 

delicious lunch (you can choose among four entrees), including soup, beverage, coffee or tea and a 

scrumptious dessert made especially for our organization. The lovely, Victorian cafe overlooks the 

famous boardwalk.  While you dine, you will be entertained by Lisa Longo, a storyteller from Ghost 

Tours of Ocean City, who will relay authentic local ghost tales, including that of Emily.  As an extra 

bonus, you will be given a guided tour of the landmark hotel, including the original kitchen.  We will also 

have an auction of vintage items, donated by our members.  Please come!  It will be a fascinating 

afternoon spent with friends joined together for a good cause. Reservations must be made by March 22. 

Date:  Saturday, March 29, 2008 

Time:  12:00 noon 

Place: Emily's Ocean Room Cafe at the Flanders Hotel 

719 E. 11th Street, Ocean City, NJ 

Price: $25.00 

Please mail your check made out to AAUW Atlantic County Branch to Sonya Bertini by March 22nd. 

Book Group 
Mary Lou  Breidenstein   

CHANGE OF DATE  

The book discussion of “The Painted Veil” by Somerset Maugham will be held on Wednesday, 

March 5, not on the date previously reported.  Diana Intenzo will lead the discussion  at the 

home of Kathy Shippen. See you at 7:30. 

 Join us on April 9 at the home of Audrey Moloney as Gail Vreeland leads a discussion of “Water 

for Elephants” by Sara Gruen.  This fascinating book relates the story of a water boy  for the 

circus during the depression.   Keep in mind the poetry of Edgar Allen Poe and “Herzog” by Saul 

Bellow for May. 

Something for Emily 
Audrey Owen 

Do you have "something for Emily? A special item you would donate for the silent auction to keep 
Emily, the "happy ghost" smiling? Certainly our Victorian girl would have enjoyed teatimes, nee-
dlework, gardening, millinery, art, and outings.  Perhaps, in a closet, you have a pretty teapot or 
small lamp, an unused needlepoint or embroidery kit, a lacy umbrella, "old fashioned" evening 
wear/bags, jewelry, scarves, artwork, or a small gift basket of  "Victorian" toiletries "for Emily". 
We look forward to your "creative" responses. Ghost enthusiasts please call: Lee Ellenberg Audrey 
Owen , or Emely Aiken.  



The Forum 

STAR (Sisters Together Against Racism)  
Gail Zona   

STAR will meet on Monday, February 25, 2008 at 

the Galloway Library Meeting Room at 6pm for 

dinner and 7pm for our program. Laura Hickman 

will continue the January topic of  Exploring our 

Perceptions/Misconceptions/Bias.  All are welcome 

to join us. 

 SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK tickets are available 

for the concert  at Commerce Bank Art Center, 

Sewell, NJ on Friday, March 28, 2008 at 

8pm.  STAR members attending will be car pooling 

for our ticket holders.  Prime seat location - $42 

each.  Contact Lee Whitton or Gail Zona . 

This outstanding a cappella ensemble of talented 

women sing life-affirming music ranging from 

African melodies to Gospel, Jazz and blends that 

you will not believe!  A well-known and respected 

singing force for over 20 years.  Come join 

us.  Contact Lee or Gail ASAP. 

Please welcome, and remember to introduce 

yourself, to our newest branch members. 

  
Jodie Youngblood, English, Speech Art, Drama 

 

Donna M. Vecere, Thomas Edison State College, B.S. 

2002 

Newsletter 
Sandy Swain   

To avoid problems in the future as to whether I 

have received your article for The Forum, I will 

now send you a reply email thanking you for 
your submission. Thus,  if you do not receive a 

confirmation email from me, then I did not 

receive your article. Please submit your articles 

by the 15th of the month.  

Movie Group  
Diane Intenzo   

Members of the Movie Group have continued their 

outings. During the last few weeks they went to see 

two more films:  “The Savages” and “There Will Be 

Blood”. We always enjoy the opportunity to 

exchange opinions over diner. We have seen many 

of the films and performances nominated for this 

year’s Oscars, we have seen quite a few. 

If you would like to be added to the list let Diana 

know. Either call her or email her. Remember family 

and friends are invited to join us. 

GILBERT & SULLIVAN OUTING:   

Diana Intenzo   

Second Notice to invite you to attend a production of 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s  HMS PINAFORE, at Stockton 

on March 12 at 7:30 pm. Ticket prices $35 or 50. 

 

This is the third G & S show to be put on by this 

excellent troupe. Those of us who seen the first two 

shows have enjoyed them immensely. So come and 

join the fun. We’ll have dinner at the Italian Gourmet 

prior to the show. 

 

We can get a group discount if we can order tickets 

for 10 or more people. Double check your calendar 

and let Diana  know as soon as possible if you are 

coming.  Family and friends are welcome. 

Membership 
Francine Bates  



The American Association of University Women promotes equity for all women and girls, life-long education, and a positive 

societal change. The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to advance education, research, and self-development for 
women and to foster equity and societal change. The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support for women 
seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. In principal and in practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall 

be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or 
disability. 

AAUW, Atlantic County Branch 

 

 

 

DATED MATERIAL 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

     1 

2 3 4 5 Book Club  
“The Painted Veil” 
by Somerset 
Maugham  

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 Gilbert and 

Sullivan’s  HMS 
PINAFORE, 
Stockton at 7:30 

pm 

13 14 15  April Forum 
articles due 

16 
 

17 18 19  Travel Group 

7:30 at Carolyn 
Bassett's home 
 

20 21 22  Checks due 
to Sonya for 
Luncheon 
Fundraiser held 
on March 29 

23 
 

24 25 26 27 28 Sweet Honey 
In the Rock 
Concert 
Commerce Bank 
Art Center, 
Sewell, NJ 

29  Luncheon 
Fundraiser  - 12 
noon at Emily’s 
Ocean Room 
Café, Flanders 
Hotel, Ocean City 

30 31      

March 2008 


